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Tennessee State University is celebrating 70
years of education and service to the state and to
the nation. The past 70 years is marked with
accomplishments as well as problems and while
the institution strides forward into the future, the
road ahead is embedded with obstacles.
"As we look back, we must remember those
who came before us," said Frederick S.
Humphries, president of TSU, during recent
Founder's Day activities.
"We must remember the hardships and
obstacles the University's administrators, faculty
and students had to overcome in those early
years. Their determination to succeed in spite of
problems, criticism and misunderstanding should
be remembered and incorporated into our future
plans." said TSU's fourth president.
Like most other historically black, land-grant
universities, Tennessee Slate University was
established as a result of the Second Morrill Act
passed by the U.S. Congress in 1890. The
Tennessee General Assembly passed legislation
in 19 09 which mandated the start of a state school
"to prepare colored teachers as leaders."
In 1912, the Agricultural and Industrial State
Normal School opened with 13 teachers and 245
students on Zollicoffer Hill in North Nashville.
William Jasper Hale was appointed principal that
same year.
The Normal School became a college in 1924
and the college received accreditation from the
American Association of Teacher's Colleges in
1933.
Hale's salary was placed on a parity with that of
presidents of the state's white colleges (from
$2, 000 a year to $2,700) in 1933. Hale ushered the
college through World War I and the "Great
Depression" before retiring in 1943.
The next president, Walter S. Davis, took
office in 1944 and oversaw the continued growth
of..the baccalaureate and masters' programs and
the institution's elevati on to university status
(1951 ). He saw Tigerbelle Wilma Rudolph win two
gold medals in the 1960 Olympics and the school's
name. changed to Tennessee State University
(1968).
Andrew P. Torrence, TSU's third president,
administered the University during the early
years of a history-making lawsuit, which was filed
in 1968 by a group of citizens and TSU faculty.
The group sought an injunction preventing the
University of Tennessee from constructing a new
building and continuing operation of its Nashville
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Center. The litigation challenged the legality of
Tennessee's segregated higher education
system.
Torrence strongly supported the suit and
defended Tennessee State University against
detractors who said the University was "inferior"
and "dying" because of its predominately black
character.
Despite this criticism, Torrence moved the
university ahead with the addition of new
programs in engineering, home economics and
dental hygiene. Torrence resigned in 1974 to
assume duties at Tuskegee Institute.
Fred Humphries succeeded Torrence and was
at the helm when a final decision in the I !-\,ear
lawsuit was handed down in 1979. The courts
ordered the Merger of the University of
Tennessee al Nashville and Tennessee State
University, with TSU assuming control of the
merged institution.

The projects are supported by more than $15
million in federal and private funds.
TSU's athletic program benefits from the well
known and r�spected talents of football coach
John "Big John" Merritt and women's track
coach Ed Temple.
In football, the "Big Blue Tigers" rank among
the most outstanding teams in college athletics.
Many Tigers have gone on to excel in professional
sports. Members of the Tigerbelle Track Team
are known the world over for their speed and
grace.
"Though we have come a long way, we have
much further to go. We have weathered
numerous storms, but there are clouds on the
horizon," Humphries said.

Since then, Humphries has worked toward
melding the two institutions into one multiracial
'
'
comprehensive, urban university.

"Our federal government is cutting bac k on the
amount of money available for educational grants
and loans. Our state government is reducing
overall f unding for higher edu catio n in
Tennessee, thus creating the need to increase
fees for tuition by 15 to 2 0 percent," said TSU's
president.

The Tennessee State University of today
occupies 500 acres, which include 36 major
buildings on the main campus in North Nashville,
an experimental farm, and the downtown campus
at 10th and Charlotte avenues.

"In turn, enrollment is declining because
without the grants or loans at reasonable interest
rates and adequate scholarship funds, a
tremendous number of students cannot afford a
college education," Humphries continued.

The 1982-83 fall enrollment at TSU is 8,428.
Approximately 65.7 percent of the students are
black, 31. 7 percent are white and 2.6 percent are
other races. A faculty and staff of 1,345 provides
teaching and support services for the students.

Humphries spoke of a recruitment effort
launched earlier this year, which is designed t�
accentuate the number of programs available at
TSU and the qualifications of the people
presenting the programs.

TSU has eight schools-Aris and Sciences
Engineering, Business, Agriculture and Hom�
Economics, Nursing, Allied Health Education and
the Graduate School. The University grants
bachelor's degrees in 43 academic areas, master's
degrees in 24 areas and three doctoral degrees in
education. More than 25, 000 people have
graduated from Tennessee State University.

He referred to alumni efforts to raise money for
scholarships and the University's endeavors to
gain financial support from private philanthropic
agencies and businesses.

Not only does the institution meet the needs of
the traditional college student, it also provides an
extensive evening program.
Special programs such as Live and Learn
Weekend College and Learn and Shop, allo�
older students an opportunity to earn a degree
without interfering with employment and family
responsiblilies.
Faculty and students participate in a variety of
research projects in psychology, health,
agnculture, sociology and biological sciences.

"All of us-administrators, faculty, students
alumni and friends of the University-must dra�
upon our intelligence, ingenuity and inner
strength to keep our university on its forw ard
path." Humphries said.
"We have to show the world that we are prou
d
of who we are and where we came from. We are
the future of this great institution," he added.

"Our light must shine brightly, so that 70 yea
rs
from now on the 14 0th Foun de rs Day
Observance, our successors will be able to s
ee
what we have accomplished. And, they too ca
n be
proud."

Beauty, bra1ns, charm and grace are just a few of
the superlatives used to describe Sabr\na Anne
Goodwin, Miss Tennessee State University for the
academic year 1982-83. She is the daughter of Mr.
and Mrs. Edward Goodwin of Tulsa, Oklahoma.
She is a member of the TSU Honors Program, T.E.
Poag Players Guild, Delta Sigma Theta Sorority
and Who's Who Among Outstanding American
Colleges and Universities. She served as
Representative-at-Large for the SGA 1981 -82 and
Miss Sophomore 1980-81. She has also been
involved with Outstanding Community Leaders of
America and has been on the Dean's List for the
past three years.
She stated, "I know it will require diligent work
and great effort in holding my title. I am willing and
ready to work for the betterment of our institution
and I hope students are ready to work along with
the SGA." She is very capable and qualified to
wear the crown of Miss TSU.
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As TSU moves into a new Division lAA in the NCAA,
Whitman is committed to the Big Blue Tigers' athletic
excellence, already firmly established. Tennessee State
with its ever increasing enrollment, looks for a brighter
tomorrow and a continuing strong athletic program that
will have its players constantly etching the name of the
Big Blue Tigers on the National scene.
Whitman was head baseball coach at Tennessee
State, winning five conference championships and
sending three players to the majors; namely George
Altman, Chicago Cubs; Fred Valentine, Sam Bowen,
both to the Baltimore Orioles; and Allen Robinson,
Chicago Cubs.
years he was associate professor of
backfield Coach at Tennessee State,

serving under Head Coaches Henry Kean, Howard
Gentry, Lawrence Simmons and John Merritt.
He was coach at Fisk University from 1969 to 1976,
also teaching biology as an associate professor. In his
seven years at Fisk, he produced two championship
teams and four runner-up spots in the Southern
Intercollegiate Athletic Conference, compiling a 44-22-1
record.
Although athletics remain his primary concern,
Whitman still devotes ample time to fulfilling civic and
business projects, including being a member of
Nashville's Crime Commission, the City's Beer Board
and Tennessee Hat! of Fame.
He is married to t:1e former Dorothy Mallory and is the
father of four children: Penny, Patsy. Jennifer and
Michael.

Coaching Staff

William A. Thomas
Director of Defense

Joe Gilliam
Director of Offense

Jesse James
Offensive Line Coach

Alvin Coleman
Quarterback & Receiver

Sylvester L. Collins, Jr.
Backfield Coach

Tennessee State University TIGERS

Dr. Joe L. Cornelius
Defensive Assistant

Craig Gilliam
Defensive Assistant

